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Welcome Back!


	
	Hello there, ESW members! ESW Public Relations Co-Chair Tom Cohlmia here again with the latest on faces, places and showcases of ESW greatness.

As you might have noticed, I’m doing things a little differently this year. The new format is a work in progress, so let me know about any glitches. There’s also a name change to reflect the new style. First, the explanation: a “circular” is a publication that is circulated. Simple, right? But there’s more to it than that. In a lot of ways, ESW is all about cycles: cycles represent renewable resources and sustainability, as well as the interconnectedness of people as a whole. (Besides, as the ESW logo may indicate, we tend to think a lot about a certain large spherical piece of space debris.)
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	Shop and Support Us at no additional cost to you
 Shop at your favorite online stores such as Amazon, Apple, Macy's and a percentage of your purchases will directly benefit ESW-NU. Going to buy books? Need a gift or more great music? Go online at http://eswnorthwestern.freepledge.com and donate to ESW-NU at no additional cost. No obligation, no membership, no hassle.


Well, I hope you’ve all enjoyed this trip to the Land of Do-As-You-Please, but it’s time to return to the Faraway Tree. If you liked what you heard, come to one of our weekly meetings: they’re at 5:30 p.m. on Thursdays in Tech A230. If you didn’t like what you heard, then I probably didn’t do a very good job explaining things: � HYPERLINK "mailto:t-cohlmia@northwestern.edu?subject=ESW%20Newsletter%20Response" ��e-mail me� and let me know, or e-mail my co-chair � HYPERLINK "mailto:madsitster@gmail.com" ��Margaret Adsit� and she’ll give me a thrashing for it.


As always,


Tom











On October 22nd there will be a conference on global warming right here in Evanston! It starts at 1:00 at the Ryan Auditorium in Tech, and will feature speakers from all fields to talk about global warming and how to do our part. For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://climatecrisisonline.com/" ��http://climatecrisisonline.com/�.
































So, if you’ve been keeping tabs on us over the summer, you’ll know we built some awesome toys: a solar panel mount that tracks the sun, a bicycle-powered television, and a parabolic polar grill. (They’re kinda my babies.) These things are all awesome, except for one thing: they don’t work all that well.


I mean, they all function, but just not as smoothly as I’d like. The tracking on the solar panel mount is controlled by water flowing into a tank, and it’s not very accurate. The bike works, but I know nothing about circuits, except enough to know that there are more efficient ways of wiring it. The big one, the solar grill, doesn’t get hot enough to cook things, despite my best efforts.


So I call out to all ESW members: like building things? Enjoy design? Know anything at all about circuits? I need your help! I promise it’ll be fun, and I’ll put a plaque on the device saying you fixed it. � HYPERLINK "mailto:t-cohlmia@northwestern.edu?subject=ESW%20Newsletter%20Response" ��E-mail me� and be the Wilbur to my Orville.
































Good things are being cooked up with local projects. I’m not sure what it is, but it’s high in cholesterol. Aside from his day job building a shuttle stop on campus using sustainable materials, Aaron Greco is looking into starting a bio-diesel program on campus. The idea is to take used cooking oil from the cafeterias on campus and use them to create fuel! It could be used in cars to be more efficient than gasoline, or just go into a generator to cut our electricity bills. Either way, we have seen the future, and it smells like french fries. E-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:greco@northwestern.edu" ��Aaron� if the picture to the left makes you hungry.








ESW has been working for ages to create a class on sustainability, and we’re now enjoying the homegrown fruits of our labor. Professor Kimberly Gray’s Sustainability: Issues and Action Near and Far is in full swing this quarter, and the students are really getting their hands dirty. They have the usual reading and homework, of course: they’re reading Collapse by Jared Diamond and End of Poverty by Jeffrey Sachs. More notably, however, the students have split up into groups and are doing three amazing projects.


The first two you already know: Laura’s school outreach program is the first, and a project to design a water pump for Panama is the second. Both are really important, because we plan to actually implement them at the end of the quarter. The last is a project to design a solar power station kit for concerned citizens to use solar energy in their homes. Ideally, it would be a suitcase-sized box that you can pick up at Home Depot, set up, and use to power a home office (– or, in my case, a life-size talking John Stamos doll). Even if you’re not in the class, you can definitely help out! To learn more, e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:laura.pigion@gmail.com" ��Laura Pigion�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:s-spies-1@northwestern.edu" ��Skander Spies�, or � HYPERLINK "mailto:p-luckow@northwestern.edu" ��Patrick Luckow�, respectively and respectfully.

















…or the Project Formerly Known as the COOLER Project. That’s right, I’m sad to report that the COOLER project was put on hold due to lack of funding. But don’t think for one second that means we’re not on the move! Laura Pigion is valiantly heading up the charge to create our own program to educate kids on sustainability. Right now they’re researching curriculum options and talking to school administrators, and we’ll be making faces behind the teachers’ backs in no time.


But wait! There’s more! As a separate project, Laura’s also working with an ESW team to design, shoot, and distribute a short movie on ways to conserve! It’s going to be amazing; we’re trying to team up with some sketch comedy groups and film majors on campus to make this the most watched movie short since � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pv5zWaTEVkI" ��OK Go’s treadmill video�. It’s going to be absolutely phenomenal. To play with kids or become a star, e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:laura.pigion@gmail.com" ��Laura�.





Of course, some of us spend our travels in places slightly more exciting than Iowa. � HYPERLINK "mailto:a-jinich@northwestern.edu" ��Adrian Jinich�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:n-mohd@northwestern.edu" ��Salihah Noh�, and � HYPERLINK "mailto:m-samson@northwestern.edu" ��Mitch Samson� went to Panama a few weeks ago, and from what I hear, they all had an amazing time. In Santo Domingo, they set up two solar recharge stations, and more are in the works as we speak. Portobello was surveyed like it had never been surveyed before, and we can start planning concepts for a water treatment facility. Way to go guys!


Believe it or not, plans are in the works for another trip to Panama this winter! Right after finals week, some intrepid adventurers (that could very well be you) will be heading off to Panama. Si se habla espanol, te necesitamos! (Y si no puedas, entonces no comprendes este oracion.) So if you’re interested in having a life-changing experience helping to save the world, applications are out now. If you didn’t get one, you can e-mail Panama Projects Chair � HYPERLINK "mailto:jen.kes@gmail.com" ��Jennie Kessler�.


Of the three students that went this summer, only one of them managed to make it back to the United States. Wait, that didn’t sound right. Mitch is abroad in London for the quarter, and Adrian… well, Adrian graduated over the summer, so he’s staying in Panama working as a construction worker. He also still has my laptop. (If you know Adrian, this will make more sense.) Good luck to all in their travels!





























The ESW National Conference was held on September 27th – 30th in Iowa City, IA. The biggest news is that we received the Best Event Award for Energy @ NU last spring, as well as runner-up for the Best Chapter in the nation! Congrats to everyone who has contributed to ESW-NU this past year!


 


There were amazing speakers at the conference talking about agriculture, energy, water, communications, education, emissions, projects – everything under the sustainable sun. It was also a great way to meet people from chapters all over the country. We ourselves had a great troupe that went: � HYPERLINK "mailto:e-lai@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:e-lai@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Eric Lai�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:s-spies-1@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:s-spies-1@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Skander Spies�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:l-brandt-1@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:l-brandt-1@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Lauren Brandt�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:greco@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:greco@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Aaron Greco�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:jen.kes@gmail.com" \o "mailto:jen.kes@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �Jennie Kessler�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:p-luckow@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:p-luckow@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Patrick Luckow�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:s-ma@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:s-ma@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Sana Ma�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:p-markan@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:p-markan@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Patrick Markan�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:n-mohd@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:n-mohd@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Salihah Noh�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:r-sarathi@northwestern.edu" \o "mailto:r-sarathi@northwestern.edu" \t "_blank" �Ramesh Sarathi�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tangolivia@gmail.com" \o "mailto:tangolivia@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �Olivia Tang�, and � HYPERLINK "mailto:t-cohlmia@northwestern.edu?subject=ESW%20Newsletter%20Response" \o "mailto:t-cohlmia@northwestern.edu?subject=ESW Newsletter Response" \t "_blank" �me�. We were the largest group from any chapter to attend, and we definitely brought the party. We feel like it was a great bonding and learning experience and so hope an even larger group attends next year!







































































