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Laura MacDonald, Sr, Environmental


Two months of Laura’s summer were actually winter because she was on the other side of the Equator in Santiago, Chile. There, she worked in the Department of Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering at the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. While most of her time was spent in the office, she got to spend an amazing week in the Atacama Desert doing fieldwork. She also took a week off to do some solo traveling in the snowy southern region of Chile.  After a couple of chilly months, Laura spent a month relaxing and warming up at home in Dallas, Texas.


Sarah Pilewski, Sr, Chemcial


Sarah was an engineering intern at Abbott Laboratories in their Global Pharmaceutical Operations division. Specifically, her group was responsible for providing technical support for plant-to-plant transfers and under-performing chemical processes. Sarah was working on reducing the filtration time for a pharmaceutical intermediate by changing the cooling profile during crystallization. She probably spent 20% of her time in the lab running crystallization experiments and the remainder analyzing and summarizing the data.


 Jenn Breger, Jr, Mechanical


This summer Jenn was an engineering intern at Baxter BioScience in Thousand Oaks, CA.  She worked to organize the drawings and documentations in the engineering department and she also helped with a project Baxter is working on through research online and talking to vendors throughout the world. In addition, she enjoyed spending time with her friends from high school and had a house full of family for two weeks.  She will be spending the semester in London!
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Important Events





Tech Activities Fair


Monday, September 24th


5:30-6:30pm


Tech Patio











Industry Day


Thursday, October 18th


Hilton Garden Inn











National Conference


October 25-27th


Nashville, TN









































Become a National Member Today!


Visit www.swe.org/join





Need to get on the SWE Listerv? 


Email 


e-abrahamson@


northwestern.edu








Fran Lendacki, Jr, Biomedical


This summer, Fran spent some of her weekdays in Philadelphia taking bioinformatics courses at Drexel and doing lab work at UPenn. During her favorite classes, she got to use computer chips to analyze genetic material. On weekends, Fran worked doubles as a waitress at two different restaurants: a cafe in the morning, and a seafood bar at night, where she witnessed some really bad karaoke. In her free time, she ran on the boardwalk until she developed shin splints, and he slept on the beach occasionally, which was glorious. Fran also attended multiple Phillies games and two Eagles games. She dressed up in her quest to get on TV during Monday Night Football, and by the time you read this newsletter, it may or may not have worked.


Liz Hohl, Jr, Civil


Liz stayed in Evanston for the summer, and she worked downtown for the Rise Group as a Co-Op. Specifically, she worked for the VP of Interior Architecture and Project Manager responsible for high-rise condo buildings doing financial and architectural work. Beyond her Co-Op, Liz visited Minnesota, Michigan, Kentucky, and New York. In Kentucky, she went to Churchill Downs, where she got the chance to walk around and explore because there were no horse races at the time. She spent her free time hanging out and doing lots of running, and she ran the half marathon in Chicago with her sister. 


Shannon Vonk, Jr, Industrial


After a couple weeks of packing and organizing her life, Shannon jumped on a plane and flew to the other side of the world (leaving North America for the first time in her life). She has been in Australia for over 2 months and is really enjoying herself. Most of the students in her college (dorm) are studying engineering. Mining Engineering is very popular there because Australia's biggest export is raw minerals, and renewable energy engineering is also a favorite. Australians seem to have taken many more precautions concerning the environment, for example most chain stores offer canvas bags that you can reuse, and also the buses run on all natural fuel. She’s found that the people are very down to earth and super relaxed. She’ll be there for all of fall quarter, but she wishes all the freshmen the best of luck! 


Jessie Donato, Sr, Biomedical 


Jessie spent her summer doing a research internship at Rainbow Babies and Childrens’ Hospital in Cleveland, OH. Her research project was on the cardiopulmonary response to exercise under normoxia and hypoxia. In her free time, Jessie studied for the MCATs at the library. During August and September, she got some well-deserved R & R before gearing up to return to Evanston.











Kelsey Stoerzinger, Soph, Mat Sci


Kelsey’s summer was spent working at Pediatric Home Service, a medical supply and respiratory equipment company at home in Minnesota. She also toured a Gerdau Ameristeel mini-mill in St. Paul (and saw the 2 women out of 400 employees) and watched scrap cars be melted, refined, and formed into uniform pieces of rebar -- now that's recycling to the max!  


Lauren Keeley, Soph, Civil


Lauren spent her summer in beautiful Barcelona, Spain. Through Northwestern Study Abroad, she took language and history classes at the Universitat de Pompeu Fabra. She also traveled the country and took in its sights (including the awe-inspiring works of Spanish engineers Cerdà and Calatrava). She came back with over two thousand pictures!


Stephanie Schwartz, Jr, Civil


Over the summer, Stephanie interned with Whiting-Turner Contracting Company and worked on the pre-construction of a new 20-story hospital tower in downtown Baltimore. She worked both on-site and in the office dealing with project budgeting, scheduling, and subcontractor relations. Now she is studying aboard in London, England.


Kelly Luckasevic, Jr, Mat Sci


During the summer, Kelly interned at Baxter Healthcare Corporation in Round Lake, IL. One of Baxter's current projects is replacing their PVC tubing and films with more patient- and environmentally-friendly plastics. Her main job was to run tubing made of new polymer compounds through a series of tests to determine the tensile, kink, haze, rheometric, and heating properties. She then performed statistical analysis on the data, and this information was used to discover which plastic best replicated the material properties of PVC. Although her tasks were a bit tedious, she found it gratifying to know that her work was helping lead to safer dialysis and medication delivery devices.


Winnie Lo, Soph, Chemical


Winnie conducted research in the labs of Dr. Andre Palmer of Ohio State University. Dr. Palmer’s general interests are creating hemoglobin-based oxygen carriers viable for clinical application. One of her research goals was to isolate hemoglobin via isoelectric point focusing. This method is unique in that one can use a minute quantity of sample and retrieve about 80% of the original sample without any chemical or thermal denaturing. Her second goal was to polymerize high-weight hemoglobin tetramers with glutaraldehyde cross-linker using hollow-fiber filters as plug-flow reactors. In addition to conducting research, Winnie went white-water rafting in West Virginia and climbed Sleeping Bear Dunes in Michigan. She also danced, relearned the violin, and raised a golden retriever for Canine Companions for Independence.














The summer of 2007 has come and gone, and we hope that it was a great one for all of you! In this newsletter we report on the experiences of our exec board as well as an alumna. There were girls interning, studying, working, and traveling anywhere from Chicago to Chile to London. If you have any questions about their experiences, please do not hesitate to ask. Enjoy!





Liz Abrahamson (Sr, Mechanical, Manufacturing & Design) tells us about her summer…


During the summer of 2007, I worked as a Current Product Engineering Intern at Hewlett Packard (HP).  I was hired to gain an understanding of how the HP automatic document feeders (ADFs) in the multi-functional laserjet printers (the trays on top that feed in stacks to be copied, scanned, and faxed) are performing in relation to customer expectations competitor products.  As a part of my project, I developed and distributed a user survey to customers to gain feedback about their opinions.  I also set up a test plan to compare the performance of ADFs on 28 devices from 8 different companies.





While the project was only somewhat interesting, the work environment was amazing.  I was able to wear pretty much anything (jeans, shorts, tshirts, flip-flops, etc.) and everyone was always willing to spend a couple minutes (or a couple hours) talking about random unrelated topics throughout the day.  As long as you got your work done, no one cared how you spent your time. 


The biggest perk, however, was the free printing!  Okay, free printing doesn't sound that exciting, but when the free printing includes custom photo collage posters, photoalbums (with hard covers provided for free), calendars, greeting cards, and up to 8.5x11" prints it starts to get fun (check out my dorm room if you don't believe me!). Also, another intern and I convinced some co-workers to donate 2 old printers from competitors, and we got to smash them with a pickaxe and crowbar, Office Space-style!





The thing I was most worried about?  Living in Boise, Idaho.  When I got the job offer, it was the only deterrent and I just couldn't let that be the deciding factor.  But, you know what?  Boise isn't that bad.  It's developed rapidly over the last 5 years, and even though there is essentially no public transportation, there are stores to shop at and everyone is really nice.  The best thing – I only saw it rain 3 times the entire summer.  The weather was beautiful every day - minus the 1 week it was over 100 degrees.  The surrounding area is full of mountain biking trails, lakes to swim, fish, waterski, etc., camp sites, and white water rafting. Overall, the summer was a lot of fun!


Caitlin Feehan (Class of 2007, Environmental) tells us about her summer after graduating…


Hey SWEeties!





My name is Caitlin and in four years or less some or most of you will be where I am – starting your first job. It’s pretty scary, but at the same time great to know that I’ll never have to cram for a chemistry test or pull an all-nighter finishing EA homework. My workday starts at 8am and stops at 5pm. It has been a huge transition from college – I have to get up way before 9am every day and I get paid to focus for 8 hours, but so far it’s been a really exciting experience.





I graduated from Northwestern with a degree in environmental engineering. I now work as an environmental consultant for a firm called MWH in downtown Chicago. I work with really intelligent people who absolutely love their work – it makes it easy to get up each morning. I’ve worked on a bunch of different projects that have all been interesting and diverse. For example, I developed a list of adaptive measures for climate change for the City of Chicago to prepare for the inevitable effects of climate change, and I am currently working on a project to model the entire sewer system of Chicago in an effort to avoid sewer backups in basements during rain events. For each of these projects, I have worked with different and interesting people who are helping me learn even more about my own field.





It’s fun to know that my company has a lot to offer me, but I am still setting goals for myself for the future. I plan to take the fundamentals of engineering exam in April, so that I can work toward earning my professional engineering license. I would love to get my masters in environmental engineering to focus a little more on one of the many aspects of my field.





College is a fun and exciting time, but it’s good to know that even more comes after you finish your degree. Have an amazing year and be proud of being an engineer!

















Laura Riegel, Pre-Sr, Industrial


During the summer, Laura lived in Evanston and continued her 6-month Co-Op term at S & C Electric Company. As a member of the lean team, she improved the flow of the vista assembly line. She also worked part-time at Banana Republic. But the most exciting part of Laura’s summer came at the end when she spent three weeks visiting seven European countries with another SWEetie, Jessie Frey.


Jessie Frey, Pre-Sr, Industrial


Like Laura, Jessie continued her 6-month Co-Op term this summer, but she was working in manufacturing engineering for GM in Detroit, MI. On top of that, she worked part-time for J. Crew. She also journeyed back to Chicago in August to run the half marathon. In September, Jessie left the States for three weeks in Europe with Laura Riegel. Together, they traveled to London, Amsterdam, Brussels, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, and Paris.


Brittany Tarvin, Sr, Industrial


This summer, Brittany worked as a Supply Chain Management consulting intern for IBM Business Consulting Services. Their client was Zimmer Inc., the world's leading orthopedics company - they produce devices including knee, hip, and shoulder replacements. Apart from bringing their supply chain up to speed with new technologies, such as SAP, Brittany learned about business processes in a global supply chain. Most importantly, she realized the sensitivities that go along with mass-producing life-saving medical devices. When she wasn't working, she took time out to enjoy Chicago festivals and visit family.
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